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“The Tree of Life Synagogue victims died so that
refugees could live.”

Rob Eshman, Jewish Journal
“We seek advantage through our dead. We make

our dead your problem. The meaning we find in our
deceased we find as a courtesy to you, to help you,

to change your societies for the “better.””
David Cole, Takimag
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Introduction

REFUGEE AND ASYLUM LEGISLATION IS NOW A KEY
POLICY area for many major immigrant-receiving countries.
The UN Refugee Agency estimates there are currently 28.5

million refugees and asylum seekers worldwide, with most originating in
South Sudan, Afghanistan, and Syria. The world’s largest refugee hosting
countries are located near the epicentres of those countries experiencing
difficulties, and include Turkey (3.5 million), Uganda (1.4 million),
Pakistan (1.4 million), Lebanon (1 million), and the Islamic Republic of
Iran (979,400).

More incongruous, however, is the fact refugee and asylum populations
from these same troubled areas have exploded in the West, in countries
both geographically and culturally very distant from exporting nations.
Since 1990, the new refugee population of Austria has climbed from
34,948 to 115,197; in Belgium from 25,911 to 42,128; in Finland from
2,348 to 20,713; in France from 193,000 to 337,143; in Germany from
816,000 to 970,302; in Ireland from 360 to 6,324; in Italy from 10,840 to
167,260; in Luxembourg from 687 to 1,995; in the Netherlands from
17,337 to 103,818; in Norway from 19,581 to 59,160; in Sweden from
109,663 to 240,889; in Switzerland from 40,943 to 92,995; and in the
United Kingdom from 43,632 to 121,766.

Increased lobbying on behalf of refugees, and increased quotas for refugee
admissions, are now a very significant part of the West’s overall approach
to migration. The only significant current exceptions to these trends are
Hungary, where the number of new refugees has dropped from 45,123 to
5,641, and the United States and Canada, both of which were home in
2017 to roughly half the number of new refugees they hosted in 1990.

In the United States, the lower figures can be attributed to clauses within
the Refugee Act of 1980, which both defined a refugee and gave the
President (in consultation with Congress) the power to determine the
number of refugees accepted to the United States each year. That figure
currently stands at 45,000. The history of the Refugee Act can be traced
to the 1975 State Department, where Lionel Rosenblatt, a Jewish diplomat
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and future President of Refugees International, was working on persuading
Ted Kennedy to back legislation providing a visa program for refugees
from Indochina in the wake of the Vietnam War and mass executions in
Cambodia. Stephen Young, then a recently qualified D.C. lawyer who
worked with Rosenblatt, recalled that “In 1975, no one had any claim to
enter the U.S. as a refugee,” though, since the introduction of the 1952
McCarran-Walter Act, certain foreign aliens could be “paroled” into the
country at the discretion of the Attorney General. In 1975 alone,
Rosenblatt helped relocate approximately 140,000 Indochinese to the
United States by working within the existing structure.

As the number of claims under McCarran-Walter increased, decision-
making power was increasingly dispersed to the Judiciary Subcommittee
on Immigration, Citizenship, and International Law, then chaired (1967–
1979) by Jewish Democrat Joshua Eilberg. As figures like Rosenblatt and
Eilberg began agitating for a more fluid yet formal legislative approach
to the refugee question, Young recalls one conversation where Kennedy
informed Rosenblatt he would only be willing to back legislation that
would accept a maximum of 150,000 Indochinese refugees.

Kennedy was presumably only too aware that both Congress and the
American public were opposed to the acceptance of significant numbers
of Indochinese migrants. In the final event, however, the Refugee Act,
drafted by Jewish Congresswoman Elizabeth Holtzman and given a public
face by Ted Kennedy — the same Ted Kennedy who gave a public face
to the 1965 immigration act — provided visas for more than 1.7 million
Indochinese in the period between 1980 and 1989.

In July 2018, Holtzman penned a scathing letter of resignation from her
then role at the Department of Homeland Security, expressing disgust with
the immigration, refugee, and asylum policies of Donald Trump, and
claiming, quite contrary to all available evidence, that the United States
in 1980 had “welcomed refugees” and had “readily accepted and
absorbed” them. In reality, in those areas where they settled, Indochinese
refugees were a significant drain on welfare and other forms of public
assistance, barely assimilated, and “overloaded the public schools and
medical facilities and were blamed for a rise in the rate of tuberculosis
and other diseases.”[1]
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The conspicuous presence of influential Jewish diplomats and politicians
in the formulation of the Refugee Act of 1980, together with the obvious
dissonance between Elizabeth Holtzman’s presentation of the Act and the
reality of it’s impact, should be contextualized within the question of
ethnic conflict in immigration policy more generally. In particular, it
should be contextualized within Kevin MacDonald’s discussion of Jewish
involvement in shaping U.S. immigration policy, in the course of which
MacDonald concludes that “Jewish organizations have uniformly
advocated high levels of immigration of all racial and ethnic groups into
Western societies and have also advocated a multicultural model for these
societies.”[2]

The posited reasons for this uniformity include the historical Jewish
interest in securing immigration rights for Jews, and the fact that pluralism
is conducive to increased feelings of Jewish security — a state of affairs
in which Jews become just one among many ethnic groups instead of a
sole out-group in a predominantly White, Christian nation. The theory
allows for exceptions to the rule, in cases where Jewish interests are
interpreted differently by a minority of Jews. Further, Jewish success in
advancing pluralistic goals are said to be rooted in a number of Jewish
traits, especially high verbal intelligence and a tendency toward in-group
networking. This theoretical framework would seem to predict that Jews
would be over-represented in positions of influence within contemporary
refugee, asylum, and similar pro-immigration or “immigrants rights”
organizations. The following study of a number of such organizations
strongly confirms all aspects of MacDonald’s theoretical framework, and
offers a rejoinder to some recent criticisms of it.

Theoretical Issues.

Perhaps the most high-profile recent criticism of MacDonald’s theory of
Jewish involvement in shaping U.S. immigration policy is that of Nathan
Cofnas, a graduate student in the philosophy of biology at the University
of Oxford. Cofnas offers an alternative theory in the form of his “default
hypothesis.” In his own summary of the default hypothesis, Cofnas states:
“Because of their above average intelligence and concentration in
influential urban areas, Jews will be over-represented in all intellectual
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movements and activities that are not overtly anti-Semitic.” As such, while
Jews may be over-represented in pro-immigration, pro-pluralism
organizations and movements, the default hypothesis insists that they will
also be over-represented in anti-immigration or restrictionist movements
(that are not anti-Semitic) also. There is an inherent implication that these
over-representations will be, more or less, to the same degree.

Before moving to a discussion of findings in relation to Jewish
involvement in contemporary refugee and migrant organizations, it is first
necessary to test the default hypothesis by examining the scale and nature
of Jewish involvement in contemporary anti-immigration organizations
that are not anti-Semitic. To date, the only evidence offered by Cofnas in
relation to such a test is the list of scheduled speakers at a single 1994
American Renaissance conference (where four of the ten speakers were
Jewish).[3]

While an interesting, if perfectly explicable, statistic, when compared with
the extensive discussion of Jewish involvement in shaping U.S.
immigration policy before 1965, and the broader contemporary context
of widespread and intensive Jewish activism on behalf of pro-pluralist,
pro-immigration causes, Cofnas’s riposte can only be described, kindly,
as entirely inadequate. For the purposes of this study, the senior staff
directories of the three most prominent anti-immigration think tanks
currently in operation in United States were consulted. The three main
anti-immigration organizations are the Centre for Immigration Studies
(CIS), Numbers USA, and Federation for American Immigration Reform
(FAIR). In the following the thumbnail sketches of these organizations
was provided by a long-time activist against immigration with insider’s
insight; figures for Jewish representation are mine.

FAIR: FAIR has been described by former board members as “Dan Stein’s
401(k) plan.” It scarfs up most of the immigration patriot money available,
especially from timid Establishment foundations, does essentially nothing
and spends a lot of its time undercutting and blocking potential rivals.
Stein has been running FAIR since 1988, i.e. has presided over a period
of continuous defeats for the immigration patriot movement. Activists
seriously debate whether he is a mole.
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At FAIR, four of 52 senior staff members are Jewish, including President
Dan Stein, Media Director Ira Mehlman, and Board members Sarah G.
Epstein and Paul Nachman. This is a Jewish representation of
approximately 7.7%. Across all three major anti-immigration
organizations, Jews occupy 5.13% of senior roles. This is in fact a
generous figure to settle on as an approximate broader working figure,
because Jews were totally absent from the senior levels of every smaller
organization consulted.[4]

CIS: The CIS does a lot of worthy studies, but is determinedly PC,
presumably to maintain viability in the MSM/ Beltway, which limits its
ability to appeal to a wider audience. The $PLC named it a Hate Group
anyway a couple of years ago (as was FAIR, for no apparent reason), after
which its main spokesman, Mark Krikorian, has been a little more daring,
especially on twitter. Senior positions at CIS are listed in Center Staff,
Board of Directors, and Center Fellows, totaling 37 individuals. Of these
individuals, two are Jewish: Chief Litigation Counsel Julie Axelrod and
Senior Policy Analyst Stephen Steinlight, although Mark Krikorian is their
main public spokesperson. This is a Jewish representation of 5.41%.

Numbers USA: Numbers USA is a worthy organization, and its
Congressional Grade card system excellent. However, its founder ,Roy
Beck, is apparently planning to retire, so the future is uncertain. There are
no Jewish members of staff listed at Numbers USA. A But we will assume
that Jews have an average representation in the anti-immigrant politics of
around 5%.

Given that the Jewish proportion of the population of the United States is
assumed to be around 2.2-2.5%, the six individual Jews at CIS and FAIR
do technically amount to an overrepresentation at the top level, albeit
rather modest in light of the representation of Jews active in legal and
associated professions more generally, not to mention Cofnas’s
flamboyant panegyric to Jewish intellectual and organizational talent.
Taking into account an allowance for any such Jewish representation in
anti-immigration politics on the grounds of alternative perceptions of
specifically Jewish interests, discussed in the MacDonald thesis, a search
was conducted on commentary on immigration given by these figures, or
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other indications as to their ideological leanings that may be evident in
their broader work.

Working within MacDonald’s theoretical framework, in which concerns
about anti-Semitism will be primary among Jews of all political hues, a
reasonable prediction would be that Jewish representation in anti-
immigration movements would be both exceptional in the larger picture
of the immigration debate, and, rather than being concerned about
traditional America as a whole, will be focused almost exclusively on the
exclusion of those immigrants or refugees perceived to be anti-Semitic,
especially Muslims from the Middle East. In other words, such
representations will be based on what might be termed renegade, minority,
or abnormal perceptions of Jewish interests, rather than shared concerns
or earnest sympathies with the greater mass of the native population.

In this regard, Ira Mehlman and Stephen Steinlight are especially
interesting figures. In a 2012 interview with Peter Beinart, Mehlman is
unambiguous in telling his interviewer: “current mass immigration policies
are harming the interests of American Jews —Mass immigration is
introducing large numbers of new people to American society who hold
far less favourable opinions of Jews.” Similarly, in 2001 Steinlight penned
an essay for the Center for Immigration Studies bluntly titled “The Jewish
Stake in America’s Changing Demography.”

In the course of the essay, Steinlight condemns earlier periods of nativism
and restrictionism in the United States, and strongly promotes pluralistic
and multicultural ideals. In fact, Steinlight’s only apparent grievance with
existing immigration structures is that they have resulted in the fact–

–at some point in the next 20 years Muslims will
outnumber Jews, and that Muslims with an “Islamic
agenda” are growing active politically through a
widespread network of national organizations. This is
occurring at a time when the religion of Islam is being
supplanted in many of the Islamic immigrant sending
countries by the totalitarian ideology of Islamism of
which vehement anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism form
central tenets.
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Such sentiments are essentially neo-conservative, itself of course a largely
Jewish ideological movement in conflict with native interests, and are
entirely predictable within the basic theoretical framework offered by
MacDonald, while doing little or nothing to corroborate the default
hypothesis offered by Cofnas. Steinlight and Mehlman are primarily
concerned by potential increases in anti-Semitism and a decline in Jewish
political clout, and not with any broader implications of pluralism,
multiculturalism, or White demographic decline.

Similar issues emerge when one considers another issue raised by Cofnas,
putatively in support of his default hypothesis. This is the presence of
Jewish academics active in what might be termed “race realism,” or
genetic determinism, and the apparent fact that Jews have been strongly
over-represented among high-profile advocates of hereditarianism. Cofnas
writes that “two out of seven of the most prominent hereditarians were
Jewish (Hans Eysenck and Richard Herrnstein), making Jews extremely
over-represented in this group relative to their numbers in the general
population.” Eysenck was half-Jewish, and Herrnstein married outside his
group. Neither appear to have lived in any kind of sustained Jewish milieu,
and Eysenck made a point of explicitly denying any affinity or connection
to Jewishness.[5] It is interesting that Cofnas does not place his contention
in any kind of context, or seek to prove his theory of rough parity in
over-representations, by offering comparisons with over-representations
among anti-hereditarian scholars.

Another issue, of course, is the obvious problem of extrapolating broader
issues of politics and identity from an academic’s career. An excellent
case in this regard, from the Arts, is the Jewish literary critic and Yale
scholar Harold Bloom, who combines an obvious love and respect for the
Western canon with a clear loathing for cultural Marxist or
deconstructionist approaches in literary academia. Working within the
Cofnas approach, Bloom would likely be held up as an example of the
default hypothesis at work.

And yet Bloom is otherwise a committed pluralist who viewed the Bush
administration as verging on a theocratic fascist regime, and sees the
Trump administration as a catastrophe. Bloom writes: “Trump won the
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election because 62 million Americans live in a state of virtual reality.
They no longer know what facts are. They’re also consumed by
resentment, racial prejudice, and the deep fear that their America is
vanishing forever. It will.” [Emphasis added] Another example, from the
sciences, is the geneticist David Reich who has done much to advance an
understanding of genetic differences between the races, yet has also
repeatedly insisted that race is largely a “social construct.”

The point here is that MacDonald’s thesis does not require every Jewish
academic to cynically use his or her discipline to advance Jewish interests,
but that it does advance the idea that Jews will overwhelmingly see support
for pluralism and mass immigration as being in their interests. As such,
not every Jewish scientist studying race differences will necessarily
oppose multiculturalism, racial pluralism, or mass immigration, and in
fact very few will.

While these points may highlight some of the more obvious problems with
the default hypothesis offered by Cofnas, a more thorough test is proposed
by examining the scale of Jewish representation in contemporary refugee
and migrant organizations.

Notes Part 1

[1] See Gee, H. “The Refugee Burden: A Closer Look at the Refugee Act
of 1980,” 26 N.C. J. Int’l L. & Com. Reg. 559 (2000).

[2] MacDonald, K. “Jewish Involvement in Shaping American
Immigration Policy, 1881–1965: A Historical Review”, Population and
Environment (1998) 19: 295.

[3] See Cofnas, N. “Judaism as a Group Evolutionary Strategy: A Critical
Analysis of Kevin MacDonald’s Theory”, Human Nature (2018) 29: 134.

[4] No Jews were/are listed on staff at similar but smaller groups such as
American Immigration Control Foundation, California Coalition for
Immigration Reform, ProjectUSA, or American Patrol.
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[5] “Hans Eysenck’s Controversial Career,” The Lancet, Vol. 376, August
7 2010, 407.

Jewish Involvement in Contemporary
Refugee and Migrant Organizations

Part Two
By Andrew Joyce, Ph.D

December 29, 2018

Editor’s note: Andrew Joyce has been permanently banned from Twitter
for posting some of these names—just the names, no comments. He was
also paid a visit by the UK thought police as a result of those posts.
Because of new software, he has been unable to start an account even
other pseudonyms.

Jewish Representation in Secular Contemporary Refugee
and Migrant Organizations.

IN CONTRAST TO THE MODEST OVERREPRESENTATION
OF JEWS IN ANTI-IMMIGRATION GROUPS (AROUND 5%),
Jews are nothing short of prolific in influential senior roles in

contemporary refugee, asylum, and pro-migration organizations.
Significantly, Jews occupy the leadership of all four of the largest and
most influential (and nominally secular) organizations active in America
today, the International Rescue Committee (President and CEO David
Miliband), Refugees International (President Eric P. Schwartz, formerly
of HIAS), International Refugee Assistance Project (Director Becca
Heller), and Human Rights Watch (Executive Director Kenneth Roth, and
Deputy Directors Iain Levine and Fred Abrahams).

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is one of the most significant
organizations bringing migrants to the United States. In their countries of
origin, refugees and their families are assisted by the IRC to prepare their
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cases to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), compiling personal
data and background information for security clearance. Once their cases
are approved, refugees are usually greeted at the airport by case workers
from the IRC. The IRC then provides these migrants with a home,
furnishings, food, and any other assistance that might be required.

The IRC operates 27 offices across the United States, each offering food,
housing, educational, and medical assistance. It also works closely with
the U.S. Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) Division of Refugee
Assistance, which was reported in August 2018 as quietly removing its
staff directory page. Consultations with the Internet Wayback Machine
revealed the Director of the Office of Refugee Resettlement to be one Carl
Rubenstein, an alumnus of Tel Aviv Law School. In 2017, the IRC, in
conjunction with Rubenstein’s ORR, resettled more than 51,000 migrants
to the United States, and is currently a staunch lobbyist against current
restrictions imposed by President Trump.

Figure 1: (Clockwise) Eric P. Schwartz, David
Miliband, Iain Levine, Becca Heller, Kenneth Roth,

Fred Abrahams)
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Jews are very prominent in the leadership of the IRC. In addition to
President and CEO David Miliband, there are at least 30 Jews in senior
positions within the organization including Morton I. Abramowitz
(Overseer), Madeleine Albright (Overseer), Laurent Alpert (Board
Member), Clifford Asness (Board Member), Betsy Blumenthal (Overseer),
Alan Batkin (Chairman Emeritus and Board Member), Michael W.
Blumenthal (Overseer), Susan Dentzer (Board Member), Evan G.
Greenberg (Overseer), Morton I. Hamburg (Overseer), Leila Heckman
(Overseer), Karen Hein (Overseer), Marvin Josephson (Overseer),Alton
Kastner (Overseer and former Deputy Director), Henry Kissinger
(Overseer), David A. Levine (Board Member), Reynold Levy (Overseer),
Robert E. Marks (Overseer), Sara Moss (Overseer), Thomas Nides (Board
Member), Susan Petricof (Overseer), Gideon Rose (Overseer), Thomas
Schick (Chairman Emeritus and Board Member), James Strickler
(Overseer), Sally Susman (Board Member), Mona Sutphen (Board
Member), Merryl Tisch (Board Member), Maureen White (Board
Member), Jonathan Wiesner (Chairman Emeritus and Board Member),
William Winters (Overseer), and James D. Wolfensohn (Overseer).

The Board of the IRC is comprised of 30 individuals, 12 of whom are
Jewish, giving a Jewish representation at senior board level of 40%. The
Board of Overseers consists of 78 individuals, of whom at least 25 are
Jewish, giving a Jewish representation at this level of just over 32%. Since
Jews occupy the position of CEO at the IRC, as well as 40% of the senior
board and 32% of the lower board, it would be reasonable to assert that
they enjoy a dominant role within the organization.[1] This dwarfs any
Jewish representation seen in anti-immigration groups.

The International Refugee Assistance Project (IRAP) came to national
prominence when Director Becca Heller brought a class action suit against
Trump’s January 2017 travel ban on individuals from certain Muslim
countries. Heller, who has described herself as an “intensely neurotic Jew,”
was active from the very earliest airport detentions, and was assisted by
former Yale law professor Michael Wishnie, also Jewish and a former
member of Jews for Economic and Social Justice. Wishnie assembled “a
group of students to draft a class action suit to represent not just IRAP’s
two clients but anyone who had been detained.” The case was later also
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supported and taken up by the Immigrant’s Rights division of the
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) at the direction of its two Deputy
Directors, Lee Gelernt and Judy Rabinowitz, both of whom are Jewish.
At IRAP, there are three Jews on the board of the International Refugee
Assistance Project: Jon Finer, David Nierenberg, and Carl Reisner.

The board consists of 12 members, giving a Jewish representation of 25%.
Aside from the board, other influential positions in the organization are
held by Jews, including Deputy Legal Director (Lara Finkbeiner), and
legal fellow (Julie Kornfeld). Again, this is significantly greater than any
Jewish representation seen in anti-immigration groups.

Heller’s cause has very recently been taken up by what the New York
Times has euphemistically been called “Big Law” but what is in fact a
large number of Jewish legal conglomerates based in New York. Of these,
the most significant is Paul Weiss in Manhattan, led by Brad S. Karp, a
Director of the American Friends of The Hebrew University and prize-
winner from the Jewish Theological Seminary. Karp, whose previous
political adventures have included activism for homosexual marriage, has
offered his company’s services pro bono, via counsels Emily
Goldberg and Steven C. Herzog, to Gelernt and Rabinowitz in order to
obstruct Trump’s anti-immigration measures, with Gelernt telling the New
York Times that Karp’s help was “indispensable.”

Refugee organizations are also reliant to a great extent on legal assistance
provided by “immigrant’s rights” organizations. Here too, Jews appear to
be over-represented by a large margin. For example, Jews comprise just
over 14% of overall listed staff at the National Immigrant Justice Center,
and dominate the most senior positions.

These include Director of Policy (Heidi Altman, former legal director for
the Capital Area Immigrants’ Rights Coalition), Associate Director of
Legal Services (Ashley Huebner), Director of Litigation (Charles Roth),
and Associate Director of Litigation (Keren Zwick). Maria Blumenfeld,
a former senior lawyer for NIJC departed the group for another, almost
identical organization, named Equal Justice Works, the Director of which
is David Stern, also Jewish. Another interesting organization is
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The Immigrant Defense Project. Of the 15 listed senior staff, at least four
are verifiably Jewish (Development Director Ariadna Rodenstein, Senior
Staff Attorney Genia Blaser, Supervising Attorney Marie Mark, and
Supervising Attorney Andrew Wachtenheim). This is a Jewish
representation at senior level of over 26% – significantly greater than any
Jewish representation seen in anti-immigration groups.

Figure 2: Lee Gelernt & Judy Rabinowitz

Of the five members of the Immigrant Defense Project’s Advisory Board,
one, Peter Markowitz, is Jewish. Markowitz is also listed as founder and
director of the Kathryn O. Greenberg Immigration Justice Clinic and a
“George Soros Justice Fellow and staff attorney at the Bronx Defenders
from 2002 to 2005,” where he “developed the nation’s first in-house
full-service immigration project housed in a public defender office.” New
Hampshire’s “Best Immigration Lawyer” is the Jewish Ron Abramson.

At the National Immigration Law Center, 18.5% of its staff lawyers are
verifiably Jewish, and the Florence Immigrant and Refugee Rights
Project is under Jewish Presidency (Ty Frankel) and 26% of its board is
Jewish (Frankel, Ira Feldman, David Androff, Nathan Fidel, and Andrew
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Silverman). The Immigrant Legal Resource Center was founded mostly
via the efforts of Jewish lawyer Mark Silverman, described here as “one
of the very first movement lawyers helping DREAMers.”

Its board is under Jewish chairmanship (Lisa Spiegel), and its Executive
Director is Eric Cohen, also Jewish. One interesting member of its senior
staff is Rose Cahn, also Jewish, who is a former Senior George Soros
Justice Fellow at the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights of the San
Francisco Bay Area. Cahn specializes in what she calls “post-conviction
relief for immigrants,” which is rather florid way of saying that she
specializes in helping foreign criminals get into, and remain in, the United
States.

Other senior staff members include Donna Goolub and Sara Feldman, a
Jewish woman who nevertheless managed to become Migration Policy
Advisor to the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, a fact that sheds some
light on how that organization became rabidly pro-migrant.

Another organization providing legal support for the pro-immigration
lobby is the Lawyer’s Committee for Civil Right’s Under the Law. Of its
six most senior staff, three are Jewish (Jon M. Greenbaum, Lisa Bornstein,
and Samuel Weiss). One of its most senior lawyers is Ezra Rosenberg, a
veteran in the multicultural cause who has worked variously to challenge
racial profiling by police, to stop requests for voter ID among certain
ethnic groups in Texas, and to advance school desegregation in North
Carolina.

A further interesting organization is the Northwest Immigrants Rights
Project, where two members of the board of 12 can be verified as Jewish
(Dave Heiner and Sara Litt), a representation of 16%, and staff attorneys
include Jews Elizabeth Eisenberg, Jenna Golan-Streib, Rachel Rubinstein,
and Jordan Wasserman. At the Asylum Advocacy Project, two of the five
members of the advisory board are Jewish (Dani Isaacsohn and the above
mentioned Michael Wishnie), and its list of donors appears to be at least
40% Jewish. The Director of Refugee Council USA is Naomi Steinberg.
The Executive Director of the New York Civil Liberties Union is the
Jewish feminist Donna Lieberman who includes among her ongoing
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activities “resisting the Trump regime’s attack on immigrant children and
refugees,” while its Legal Director is Arthur Eisenberg. The American
Immigration Council is under the Jewish Directorship of Beth Werlin, its
Research Director is the Argentinian Jew Guillermo Cantor (see a great
example of his propaganda here), and its Policy and Media Director
is Royce Bernstein Murray.

The area director for Refugee Services of Texas in Austin is the Jewish
Erica Schmidt-Portnoy. Schmidt-Portnoy has described the recent 80%
decline in the number of refugees being resettled in Texas as “hard to
watch.” Meanwhile, another Portnoy, Diane Portnoy, Jewish founder and
CEO of The Immigrant Learning Center, has demanded that Massachusetts
should welcome more Syrian refugees. A similar organization is the Open
Avenues Foundation, which has the stated goal of “helping foreign
nationals build their unique path to thrive in the United States.” The
founder and executive director of Open Avenues is Danielle Goldman,
also Jewish.

Jewish lawyers, occasionally acting alone or as part of small firms, are
also disproportionately represented as major immigrant and asylum
advocates. One good example in this regard is Susan J. Cohen, founder
and Chair of Mintz Law’s Immigration Practice. Cohen was involved in
contributing to the US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)
regulations implementing the Immigration Act of 1990, and has won
awards for her political asylum work from the Supreme Judicial Court of
Massachusetts and the Political Asylum/Immigration Representation
(PAIR) Project (of which she is now President). PAIR “provides free
immigration services to indigent asylum seekers and detained
immigrants.” In 2017, Cohen led a Mintz team that worked with the ACLU
of Massachusetts and others to obtain a temporary restraining order on
President Trump’s travel ban.

Cohen also advised the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in drafting the
legislation which resulted in the Massachusetts Global Entrepreneur in
Residence (GEIR) program, which enables tens of thousands of non-White
foreign students to stay in Massachusetts if they merely indicate they might
start a company. Cohen co-developed the project with another Jewish
lawyer, Jeff Goldman. Goldman describes himself as “a leader in
immigration policy” and “chairs Governor Charlie Baker’s Advisory
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Council on Refugees and Immigrants.” Goldman and Cohen, like Carl
Rubenstein at the Office of Refugee Resettlement, are illustrative of a
remarkable Jewish talent for acquiring key government positions in the
areas of immigration and refugee resettlement.

Another useful example is Mark Greenberg, a senior fellow at the
Migration Policy Institute and a former senior administrator at
Rubenstein’s Office of Refugee Resettlement. Yet another very notable
Jewish lawyer is Michael Kagan. Kagan led a campaign to ensure changes
to refugee status determination (RSD) procedures by the UN Refugee
Agency (UNHCR) that would result in more migrants attaining official
refugee status, thus improving their chances of getting asylum or visas in
the West. Kagan is co-director of the Immigration Clinic at the University
of Nevada, Las Vegas’ Boyd School of Law, which offers free legal aid
to all immigrants. The record of Jews as immigration judges is also quite
remarkable.

Detailed statistics for most senior immigration judges are available online.
One example is Judge Raisa Cohen, New York Immigration Court.
Attorney General Loretta E. Lynch appointed Cohen to begin hearing
cases at the court in March 2016, but Cohen had previously decided on
asylum cases as assistant chief counsel for U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, in New York.

During the period 2013-2018, Cohen is recorded as deciding 572. Of these,
he granted 470 and denied 102. Converted to percentage terms, Cohen
denied 17.8 percent and granted 82.2 percent. Compared to Cohen’s denial
rate of 17.8 percent, nationally during this same period, immigration court
judges denied 57.6 percent of asylum claims. Many asylum seekers in
New York are provided with free legal aid by organizations like Central
American Legal Assistance (CALA). CALA has a board of ten people,
five of whom can be confirmed as Jewish (Lisa Reiner, Anne Isaak,
Zachary Sanders, Harry Shulman, and Ellen Wachtel).

Another example, Judge Leonard Shapiro of Boston, is equally illustrative.
Shapiro was appointed as an Immigration Judge in December 1990, and
was coauthor of the 1988 Edition of The American Immigration Lawyers
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Association Textbook and the 1995 Edition of The Immigration Judge
Benchbook. Shapiro was also the chairman of the Immigration Law
Section of the Massachusetts Bar Association in 1990 prior to his
appointment. During the period 2013-2018, Shapiro is recorded as
deciding 160 asylum claims. Of these, he granted 113 and denied 47.
Converted to percentage terms, Shapiro denied 29.4 percent and granted
70.6 percent. Again, nationally during this same period, immigration court
judges denied 57.6 percent of asylum claims.

Canada

Jews feature prominently among
the top immigration lawyers in
Canada. In Nova Scotia, Lee
Cohen “has become a leading
light in immigration and human
rights law” since “his
representation of 174 Sikhs
who landed in Shelburne in the
summer of 1987.” Cohen now
recalls: “Nobody was for
immigration,” he says. “Nobody
wanted refugees.

I felt I was one of the very few
people struggling to open the eyes
of our community to something
that needed to be talked about.
We had the opportunity to bring

people to Canada — people who would help build our prosperity and our
nation, but who also needed to be here.

So I dedicated myself to refugee and immigration law.” Cohen went on
to found the Halifax Refugee Clinic, and has “served as a mentor to a new
generation of immigration law professionals, who are helping him push
for changes in the system.” Halifax Magazine has described Cohen as “the
face of immigration law in Nova Scotia.”
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Montreal’s most prominent immigration lawyer is David Cohen. Cohen
is the founder of CanadaVisa.com, and sits on the Leaders’ Roundtable
on Immigration of the Conference Board of Canada. He has appeared
before a number of Canadian Government Parliamentary Committees on
immigration issues, where he “has been actively working with government
authorities to educate stakeholders about the finer points of the
Immigration and Refugee Protection Act (IRPA).”

This took the form of vocal opposition to the Conservative government’s
proposed legislative changes, which would restrict migration. Meanwhile,
one of Toronto’s “Premiere” immigration lawyers is the Jewish Shelley
Levine, who has represented thousands of refugees and asylum seekers
in Canada’s immigration courts, and regularly prepares appeals to the
Refugee Appeal Division and attends before the Federal Court Trial
Division where he argues Judicial Review cases of negative immigration
decisions.

The Canadian Bar Association (CBA) introduced its Immigration Law
Section Award of Excellence in 2009, and has since given the award seven
times. Of these, Jews have been recipients three times (2009 – David
Matas, senior legal counsel of B’nai Brith Canada; 2011 – Gary Segal;
and  2015 – Lorne Waldman). Waldman, who often waxes lyrical about
his Jewish background, has been described by Canadian Lawyer as among
the 25 most influential lawyers in Canada, and as the most influential
refugee and immigration lawyer in the country. In 2013, the award was
given to the founders of the Immigration Law Section of the CBA –
Mendel Green, Cecil Rotenberg, Barbara Jackman, Marshall Drukarsh,
Charles Roach, Gary Segal, Carter Hoppe, Steve Abrahams, and Donald
Greenbaum.

Clearly most, if not all, of these individuals are Jews. Jewish lawyers are
also very well represented on the Immigration and Refugee Board of
Canada, including Edward E. Aronoff, Gregory Cohen, Jeffrey
Kushner, Shereen Benzvy Miller – Deputy Chair of the organization,
Jonathan Rozenstein, Jaclyn Wasserman, Claire Wittenberg, and Marie-
Claude Yaacov. Two of Canada’s most high-profile academic
propagandists on behalf of increased immigration are Hugh Segal, an
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alumnus of United Talmud Torah Academy, and Maureen Silcoff. Segal
is a Distinguished Fellow at the Munk School of Global Affairs, University
of Toronto and Principal of Massey College.

He also served in the Canadian Senate as a Conservative from Ontario,
which shows, if nothing else, that the term Conservative is now all but
meaningless. Silcoff is an immigration and refugee lawyer, a former
member of the Immigration and Refugee Board, and co-chair of the
Canadian Association of Refugee Lawyers litigation committee . In July
2018, Segal and Silcoff, along with an East Asian named Chen, teamed
up to write a piece for the National Post titled: “Canada’s future prosperity
depends on opening — not closing — our borders: We need higher
immigration levels.”

Since Jews are estimated to be 1.2% of the Canadian population, we are
again seeing not just over-representations, but extraordinary over-
representations of Jews in the areas of immigration, refugee assistance,
the promotion of multiculturalism.

UK

In the UK, Jews have also been remarkably over-represented in the
development of pro-immigration policy. In 2000, Tom Steinberg, a British
Jew who doesn’t appear to have expertise in anything but has been
extraordinarily successful in gaining influence with British and American
governments, penned a policy document for the Institute of Economic
Affairs titled “Reforming British Migration Policy.” Among his arguments
is the following:–

The second advantageous aspect of allowing economic
migrants into the UK is the cultural assets they bring with
them, whether they be cuisine, music, science, literature,
forms of social organisation or actual objects and
resources. Britain has benefited an incalculable amount
from imported practices, from chicken tikka masala to
democracy itself. The dangers presented by nations which
legislate to enforce cultural purity hardly need repeating.
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Britain is not about to go down such a path, but the lack
of open migration channels means an inevitable
retardation of cultural assimilation, with potential social
and economic costs. The missed opportunities themselves
are impossible to calculate, but we need only to note that
the founder of Intel was a Hungarian born migrant to the
US, or that Picasso received inspiration from African
masks, to see the varying and potentially enormous
opportunity costs that hindering cultural interaction
could have. Had we had such strict migration policies in
the past as we do today we can be sure that Britain would
be a less rich place than it is. Our primary religion, much
of our language, our beer and favourite foods all have
strong foreign elements which could have been excluded
by our current migration policies. [emphasis added]

Throughout the document are multiple references to speeches by Barbara
Roche, Britain’s Minister of State for Asylum and Immigration, 1999-
2001. Roche is also Jewish. In February 2016, a biography of Tony
Blair, Broken Vows: Tony Blair — The Tragedy of Power (serialized in
the Daily Mail), described Roche’s part in the deliberate encouragement
of mass immigration into the UK during Blair’s time as Prime Minister.
The Daily Mail, in its serialization, commented:

“The most incredible revelations concern Barbara Roche, a
little-known MP who was immigration minister between 1999
and 2001. During this period, she quietly adopted policies
that changed the face of the UK … She changed the rules to
allow more work permits to be issued, especially to people
who would previously have been considered asylum seekers.”

Stephen Boys Smith, who was then head of the Home Office’s
immigration directorate, added: “It was clear that Roche wanted more
immigrants to come to Britain. She didn’t see her job as controlling entry
into Britain, but by looking at the wider picture in a “holistic way” she
wanted us to see the benefit of a multicultural society.”



Jewish Involvement in Contemporary Refugee and Migrant Organizations

( Page 23 )

Figure 3: Tom Steinberg and Barbara Roche

One of Britain’s foremost pro-migrant activists prior to the Roche years
was Steve Cohen, a Jewish human-rights lawyer in Manchester. Cohen
founded the Immigration Aid Unit, and was “politically opposed to
immigration controls in their totality and took part in many anti-
deportation and immigration campaigns both as a lawyer and a
campaigner.”

He founded the ‘No One is Illegal’ Group in September 2003, and penned
a number of tracts with titles such as Imagine There’s No
Countries and From the Jews to the Tamils: Britain’s mistreatment of
refugees. Cohen described himself as a socialist, but his “open borders”
ideological is mirrored well by Bryan Caplan, a Jewish American capitalist
economist described by both The Atlantic and Vox as one of the world’s
leading proponents of the open borders position.

One of Caplan’s tracts is titled Why Should We Restrict Immigration?,
something that could easily have emerged from the Cohen canon.
Apparently differing widely in their economics, their shared ethnic origins
emerge as the only significant connection.

The UK’s Refugee Law Initiative, based at the University of London, was
founded and is led by a Jew, Director David Cantor. Cantor previously
worked at the Refugee Legal Centre, a London-based public law centre
that provides free legal advice and representation to asylum seekers.
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Discussion

None of the above takes into account the equally prolific presence of Jews
in what might be termed the “propagandistic” elements of the unfolding
era of mass migration, or areas of activism in which Jews act explicitly as
Jews (e.g. HIAS). These subject will require separate treatment and will
form a later addition to what will undoubtedly become an extended series
exploring the startling similarities in pro-migrant, pro-refugee Jewish
activism.

The intention of this essay is merely to act as an introduction to the themes,
and to some of the individuals and groups involved, and to act as a
corrective to the Cofnas default hypothesis, which ends all too abruptly
and neatly with the assertion that Jews are simply prone to
overrepresentation. We may reply, having surveyed the scene, that there
are over-representations and then there are over-representations. There
really is no comparison between Jewish involvement in anti-immigration
politics, and Jewish involvement in pro-immigration politics. In fact, the
only place on earth where one might find ample evidence of the former
is Israel – a fact that damns the Cofnas hypothesis rather than supporting
it.

To paraphrase Hamlet, we might say, when looking upon Israel, “Ay,
there’s the rub!” Because if the Jewish interest in immigration and refugees
is provoked, as we are so often told, by the Jewish historical experience,
then it would appear that Jews are only willing to indulge this warped
self-pitying nostalgia in lands other than their own. If the pro-refugee,
pro-migrant craze is a Diaspora phenomenon, then the lands of the
Diaspora have a problem. The practical realities of this problem are such
that anti-immigration politics lacking anti-Semitic elements are doomed
to failure. Jews are demonstrably providing the leadership, organisational
capacity, money, and legal aggression that is driving the mass migration
machine. This isn’t a conspiracy theory. The names and groups here can
be checked and rechecked – they aren’t going to disappear, and the
percentages won’t change.

It’s time to wake up!
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Note Part 2

[1] Another interesting qualitative aspect to board membership at the IRC
is the high proportion of Jews with a background in corporate finance and
banking.
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