
( Page 1 )

The City of London's Strange History

The City
Of

London’s Strange
History

By
Maurice Glasman



( Page 2 )

The City of London's Strange History

City of London and Magna Carta

The City of London Baron was
one of the two Guarantors of Magna
Carta with the Baron and now the
Lord Mayor becoming the 2nd most

powerful person in the land



( Page 3 )

The City of London's Strange History

MAURICE GLASMAN, BARON GLASMAN (BORN
8 MARCH 1961) is an English academic, social thinker
and Labour life peer in the House of Lords. He is a senior

lecturer in Political Theory at London Metropolitan University, and
Director of its Faith and Citizenship Programme. He is best known
as the originator of Blue Labour, a term he coined in 2009.
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THE CITY OF LONDON is known for its invisible earnings, as
a hub of financial services such as insurance, commodities trading
and investment. What is less well known is that the City of London

Corporation is the oldest continuous democratic commune in the world.
Two thousand years of self-government is quite an achievement. For no
one to really notice is perhaps the greatest achievement of all. Invisible
earnings, invisible power.

The law and practice of the Romans, the City’s founders, became the basis
of London’s institutions and political language. The status of “citizen”
has been retained ever since. The City also adopted through its democratic
ward system and court hustings many aspects of Saxon civic practice. The
“folk-moot”, for example, was a regular meeting of all citizens at St Paul’s
Cross, called by the ringing of the bells, where matters of concern would
be discussed and voted upon. This formed the basis of the Corporation of
London and founded its position in the Ancient Constitution.

While laying waste to the rest of the country, William the Conqueror
“came friendly” to London, recognised the liberties of its citizens, pledged
to defend their freedoms and fortified the City against barbarian attack.
London’s special status within the constitution was upheld by a stream of
charters and privileges that protected the City of London from external
interference.

In Magna Carta, the 1215 charter of rights between King John and the
barons, not only are the rights of the “whole body” of citizens respected
but the mayor of London was designated as one of two guarantors charged
with ensuring that the Crown kept its side of the bargain.
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The Corporation of London, which announced itself as a “commune” in
1191, was recognised as one of the great institutions of the Ancient
Constitution, with a place only one step below the sovereign. The
combination of wealth, functioning democratic and legal institutions and
an effective system of civic militias meant the Crown could never
subordinate the City of London to its rule. London taxed itself, judged
itself and governed itself.

In this way the most cosmopolitan city in England, carved out of a forest
by the Romans, became the custodian of the ancient liberties of the English
people and the champion of common law against state encroachment.

From the 1580's, London became home to 10,000 internal refugees a year,
most displaced by enclosure in the north and Midlands. By 1625 it had
400,000 inhabitants – 20 times more than any other English city.

In 1632 the crown asked the Corporation to extend its privileges and
institutions to the new areas of London, but the Corporation refused.
Instead of expanding and extending its democratic practices and legal
protections to the new inhabitants living without civic status in the suburbs
of Westminster, Clerkenwell, Whitechapel and Southwark, the City of
London turned its back on London as a city. The “great refusal” of 1637
defined the modern history of London. Instead of seeking to integrate the
new arrivals, the Corporation put large resources into transferring its
unwanted excess population to the Ulster Plantation and the Corporation
of Londonderry, which were established for that purpose. The bowler hats
and umbrellas of the Orange Orders derive from their sponsorship by the
Corporation of London.

The Stuarts made two serious attempts at London reform. One led to the
execution of the king, the other – an attempt by Charles II to establish that
the monarchy was the source of the Corporation’s authority – led to the
Stuarts’ replacement by William and Mary, whose Second Charter in 1690
leaves no doubt as to who were the greatest beneficiaries of the Glorious
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Revolution. It declared: “That the mayor, commonalty and citizens of
London shall for ever hereafter remain, continue and be, and prescribe to
be, a body politic, in re, facto, et nomine —-and shall have and enjoy all
their rights, gifts, charters, grants, liberties, privileges, franchises, customs,
usages, constitutions, prescriptions, immunities, markets, duties, tolls,
lands, tenements, estates and hereditaments whatsoever.”

The 18th century was a glorious epoch for the City and its Corporation.
Conflict, however, remained between the Corporation and the Crown, and
two different concepts of state and empire developed, one based on “free
trade” and championed by the Corporation, the other based on prerogative
rule and the sovereignty of the Crown. The City of London supported
George Washington and provided funds and men for the cause. The
citizens of London reminded the king, to the point of treason, that it was
they and not he who had won the civil war.

Even as Parliament displaced the Crown as the fundamental unit of
sovereignty and democracy displaced the Divine Right of Kings as the
principle of legitimacy, the state still refused to subordinate the
Corporation of London to national laws and practices. Its assets and its
ancient privileges remained untouched.

On this story
�� What points might prick London’s property market bubble
�� The future of the City of London
�� London’s retail scene becomes ever more polarised
�� London on film: Tales from the dark side
�� Life and the pursuit of lunch in London

IN London and the World
�� London steps up fight for more political and financial autonomy
�� Edwin Heathcote on older populations and new thinking
��� A photo essay on the theme of London and the World
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The series on Gog & Magog is now in
video format, thanks to the work of David
James (see his advert on top of this page)

and can be viewed on You Tube at:

https://www.youtube.com/user/SuperElectric
Channel/videos

https://www.youtube.com/user/SuperElectricChannel/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/SuperElectricChannel/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/SuperElectricChannel/videos


THE NEW CHRISTIAN CRUSADE
CHURCH

CALLING THE PEOPLE OF BRITAIN

At last the bible makes sense!

At last we know its meaning.

Its the book of the RACE


