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HERE IS SOME DISPUTE IN ECCLESIASTICAL
CIRCLES, whether the Kingdom of God, so often mentioned by
Jesus Christ, is to be on earth or only in heaven. This is based
chiefly on the use by Matthew (ONLY) of the phrase "the kingdom of
Heaven": from which some have argued that the Kingdom must be only
in heaven, being heaven itself as ruled by Almighty God. But neither
Mark, Luke nor John refer to the Kingdom "of Heaven," but only to the
Kingdom "of God"; and even Matthew himself uses as an equivalent
phrase "the Kingdom of God" 4 times (Matthew 6:33; 12: 28; 21: 31; and
21: 43); and in Matthew, Jesus Christ speaks of "the Kingdom of their
Father" (13: 43) and "My Father's Kingdom" (26: 29), both phrases
being obviously equivalent to "the Kingdom of God." Clearly, there is
no distinction between "the Kingdom of HEAVEN" and the Kingdom
of God." Then why were the two phrases used?
Because outwardly pious Jews had first taken the name of God, Yahweh
out of the Scriptures, substituting the word "Adonai" (Lord) ‑‑ this in the
7th century B.C. At least as early as 200 B.C. they had begun to substitute
"heaven" for "God." (Even today, many Jewish publications. won't use
the word "God," writing it "G‑d." Funk & Wagnalls New Standard Bible
Dictionary says: “KINGDOM OF GOD: Usage of terms:
A New Testament phrase based upon and expressing in its final form the
Old Testament idea of the spiritual rule of God over Men. The phrase
‘Kingdom of Heaven' is used in the New Testament by Matthew only,
and is an exact equivalent of the phrase ‘Kingdom of God.’ The
substitution of 'heaven' for ‘God’ is based on the popular superstitious
feeling in later Judaism which led to the avoidance of the Divine Names
in common speech."
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So nothing can be based upon the use of the words "Kingdom of
HEAVEN"; but what clues can we find in the Bible? First, GOD'S
THRONE AND KINGDOM ARE ETERNAL: "Thy throne, O God, is
for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of Thy
kingdom" (Psalm 45: 6). "Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and
Thy dominion endureth throughout all generations" (Psalm 145: 13).
BUT AN ETERNAL THRONE AND KINGDOM ON THIS EARTH
WAS PROMISED: “And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep
with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out
of thy bowels, AND I WILL ESTABLISH HIS KINGDOM. He shall
build an house for My Name and I WILL ESTABLISH THE THRONE
OF HIS KINGDOM FOR EVER. I will be his Father, and he shall be My
son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and
with the stripes of the children of men: but My mercy shall not depart
away from him, as I took away from Saul, whom I put away before thee.
AND THINE HOUSE AND THY KINGDOM SHALL BE
ESTABLISHED FOR EVER BEFORE THEE: THY THRONE SHALL
BE ESTABLISHED FOR EVER” (2 Samuel 12‑16). "And of all my
sons, for Yahweh hath given me many sons He hath chosen Solomon my
son to sit upon THE THRONE OF THE KINGDOM OF YAHWEH
OVER ISRAEL" (Chronicles 28: 5). "THEN SOLOMON SAT ON THE
THRONE OF YAHWEH AS KING instead of David his father, and
prospered; and all Israel obeyed him." (1 Chronicles 29: 23).
"I have made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn unto David My
servant, Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up THY THRONE
for all generations. My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and My
covenant shall stand fast with him. His seed also will I make to endure for
ever, and his throne as the days of heaven----My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of My
lips. Once have I sworn by My holiness that I will not lie to David. HIS
SEED SHALL ENDURE FOR EVER, AND HIS THRONE AS THE
SUN BEFORE ME (Psalm 89: 34, 28‑36). "And in the days of these
kings shall the God of Heaven set up A KINGDOM, WHICH SHALL
NEVER BE DESTROYED: and the kingdom, shall not be left to other
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people, but it will break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, AND
IT SHALL STAND FOR EVER” (Daniel 2: 44).
We know that Solomon never sat on the throne of Yahweh God in
heaven; but we are told in the Bible that "Solomon sat on the throne of
Yahweh as king" --- and therefore God has an earthly throne, as well as
a heavenly one.
It is prophesied that Jesus Christ shall sit upon the throne of the Kingdom
of God ‑‑‑ but quite definitely an earthly kingdom, although an eternal
one. “And the 7th angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven,
saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our
Lord, and of His Christ; and He shall reign for ever mid ever" (Revelation
11: 15). "For the Lord Most High is terrible; He is a great king over all
the earth... For God is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with
understanding. God reigneth over the heathen." (Psalm 47:2‑7). THIS
KINGDOM CONTAINS EVIL PEOPLE, WHO MUST BE REJECTED.
(Any of these in heaven?) "And from the days of John the Baptist until
now THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN SUFFERETH VIOLENCE, AND
THE VIOLENT TAKE IT BY FORCE" (Matthew 11: 12).
Again, THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN is like unto a net, that was cast
into the sea, and garnered of every kind: which when it was full, they
drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, BUT
CAST THE BAD AWAY. So shall it be at the end of this age: the angels
shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, and shall cast
them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing, of
teeth" (Matthew 13: 47‑50).
WE ARE EVEN TOLD THAT THE CHILDREN OF SATAN ARE IN
THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, AND MUST BE EXPELLED: This
can’t be IN heaven! "He that soweth the good seed is the Son of Man; the
field is the world; the good seed are the children of the Kingdom; but
THE TARES ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE WICKED ONE; the
enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and
the reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are gathered and burned
in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this age. The Son of Man shall send
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forth His angels, and they shall GATHER OUT OF HIS KINGDOM
all things that offend, and them which do iniquity" (Matthew 13: 37‑41).
AND, THIS KINGDOM IS ONE WHERE PEOPLE ARE MATERIAL
ENOUGH TO EAT AND DRINK: "I will not drink henceforth of this
fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in My
Father's Kingdom" (Matthew 26: 29). “And I appoint unto you a
kingdom, as My Father hath appointed unto Me: that ye may eat and
drink at My table in My Kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the Twelve
Tribes of Israel" (Luke 22: 29‑30).
So, in short, the Kingdom of Heaven is the Kingdom of God; it is on
earth; it contains both good and wicked people at present, who will both,
be in the Kingdom until the Second Coming of Jesus Christ when the
angels will cast out the wicked; it will be here forever; and those in it will
be not mere spirits but real and solid enough to eat and drink earthly
meals. It is "the Kingdom OF Heaven," but it is not IN heaven.
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